Niantic Bay Boardwalk

i Reconstruction Progress Report
by R.S. De Santo, President - East Lyme Public Trust Foundation

" as “NAN” by Amtrak, is a bascule bridge — a moveable bridge,
' sometimes referred to as a drawbridge, with a counterweight
that continuously balances the span, or "leaf," throughout the
entire upward swing in providing clearance for boat traffic. Bas-
cule is French for seesaw and balance, and bascule bridges op-

; 4, Amtrak’s railroad crossing of the Niantic River, identified
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Much detail is involved in the Niantic River railroad bridge

Gef Your Home Readv For sprlng' replacement, coupled with the new Overlook and its eastern-

most pedestrian underpass that will lead people and emergency

INTERIOR PAINTING & CABINET REFINISHING vehicles from Cini Park to the Niantic Bay Park’s 1.1 mile walk-
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FREE ESTIM ATES The bridge’s bascule pier foundation on the west side of the

- : s Niantic River (seen under construction in the photograph on the
Let us make your home look like new again! top, left side of this page) required 270 truck loads of marine

cement delivered continuously between 9 pm Saturday and 4 -
RAl BO P | o | pm Sunday, December 18-19, 2010. That. massive initial pour

of 2,700 cubic yards of concrete is seen being smoothed in the

Exterior 444 'l 3 3 Interior photograph in anticipation of a second pour of 630 cubic yards
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CTlic-0543358 _ Interior | Exterior Neat and Clean That pour will be followed by a total of 5 such “lifts” that

will result in the top elevation of the bascule pier and the base of

the stair way to the bridge operator’s house at elevation + 12.00
feet. The 100 year flood elevation is approximately + 10 feet.
Construction of the bridge bascule lift span and operator’s house
is expected to start in the spring of 2011.

Amtrak began the Niantic River Railroad Bridge replace-

LAU N DRO M AT ment nine months ago. Work has been performed in two twelve-
hour shifts, 5 to 6 days per week. The new bridge is anticipated

A FULLY ATTENDED LAUNDROMAT to be in operation starting between June and August, 2012, with
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To view the present day, real time status of bridge con-
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East entrance to the Overlook Walkway.




